
JAMES - THE MANUAL FOR LIFE 

 

LESSON TWO 
 
 

Dr. Anthony Evans describes the book of James as Practical Christianity. 
James’ intent is to make sure the readers of this letter know what they 
believe, but also how to live these beliefs out in a practical way.  
 
KEY THEME: Wisdom—knowing how to live life in a way that glorifies 
God—being able to face the challenging norms of life as Christians 
(enduring trials found in everyday issues—how to endure suffering—how 
to love neighbors/handle trials and suffering, etc. 
 
Central Thought—Chapter 1: 
 
A. BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD AND NOT HEARERS ONLY 
 
B. James tells us in so many words that “what we believe should be 
revealed  
and backed by our behavior. If you say it—show it.” 
 
C. Edmond Hebert—A living faith will always be tested.  
 
Emphasis: practical Christian living; Faith that works—Faith that is alive—
Conduct not creed alone—Behavior and not belief—Practical and not 
doctrine alone. 
 
 
James 1:9-18 NLT 
“Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has 
honored them. And those who are rich should boast that God has humbled 
them. They will fade away like a little flower in the field. The hot sun rises 
and the grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, and its beauty 
fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of their 
achievements. God blesses those who patiently endure testing and 



temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to those who love him. And remember, when you are being 
tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do 
wrong, and he never tempts anyone else. Temptation comes from our own 
desires, which entice us and drag us away. These desires give birth to 
sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. So 
don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. Whatever is good and 
perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all 
the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. He 
chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all 
creation, became his prized possession.” 
 
 

1. TRIALS HAVE A PURPOSE 

 
A. Trials are unavoidable 
 
B. Trials are valuable (strengthen for endurance/help toward maturity) 
 

1. TRIALS WILL ENGENDER PRAYER. 

 
A. Ask for wisdom from God the Father 
 
B. Ask for wisdom in faith 
 

1. TRIALS PUT THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE 

 
A. God will exalt the humble (vs 9) 
 
B. God will humble the exalted (vs 10-11) 
 
 



1. HOW TO TRIUMPH OVER TEMPTATION 

 
 
Remember the Promises of God. 
 
A. God will try us (vs 12) 
 
B. God will not tempt us (vs 13) 
 
Remember the Pattern of sin. 
 
A. It begins with Desire (vs 14) 
 
B. It moves to Deception (vs 14) 
 
C. It results in Disobedience (vs 15) 
 
D. It ends in death (vs 15) 
 
Rejoice in the power of the Word. 
 
A. Let the Word teach you who God is (He is always the same). (vs 16-17) 
 
B. Let the Word teach you what God does (He actively saves). (vs 18) 
 
 
Let’s PRAY 
 
 
 


